
   

 

                                                                                                                                   

An Advent Message  
 

    We get the word Advent from the Latin word adventus, which means "coming." As we prepare,   
    again, for the coming of Christ leading up to Christmas, I believe in the good things that are  
    coming for Camp UMC. The COVID-19 pandemic has brought out the best and the worst in  
    people, but I continue to be amazed at some of the ministries that it brought forth at Camp.  
    Our children's ministry has grown, we have had new members join, and our missions are in  
    full swing including a significant increase during our Friday Night Community Meals.  These  
    are just a few things that I am thankful for as one the pastors at Camp and I think the best is  
    yet to come.  Christ continues to come and meet us where we are for He is Emmanuel - God  
    with us - thanks be to God.  I pray for you continually and I pray that you will be drawn deeper  
    and deeper into God's presence this Advent season through the proclaimed word, the sung word,   
    or through the visual components of worship in our sanctuary.  I invite you to abide in all the  
    elements of the beautiful sanctuary from the purple paraments to the Advent wreath to the  
    Chrismons on that beautiful Christmas tree.  However, do not let it end there. As you prepare  
    for the coming of Christ, perhaps God is inviting you to be a messenger for someone else,  
    perhaps to be an evangelist for someone as you help them prepare their own heart to receive  
    Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit. Finally, we will be spending some time with the hymn,     
    Canticle of the Turning, in this Advent season.  Let these words from that hymn permeate your  
    heart this Advent season. 
 

   “My heart shall sing of the day you bring. Let the fires of your justice  
  burn.  Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, and the world is  
  about to turn!"    Cantacle of the Turning 
 

    May our hearts be ready to turn toward the ways of Christ this Advent season and forevermore.   
    Amen 
  

    Grace & Peace, 
    Pastor Alex 
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  Camp United Methodist Church is a community of faith whose  
   mission is to seek and to serve God by praying, preaching and     
   teaching the Gospel, making disciples and serving others. 

Camp United Methodist Church 

                   4807 Main Street   
                   Shallotte, NC  28459 
      (910) 754-4840      
                   cumc.office@atmc.net 

 

Sunday Services 
  8:30 AM Praise & Worship 
    9:45 AM Sunday School 
             11:00 AM Traditional 
  

The Circuit Rider   

mailto:cumc.office@atmc.net
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A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 
       Almighty God, 
   

       We worship You during this Christmas season. You are  our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty  
       God,  Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace.  Help us to put You at the center of our family  
       life as we celebrate Your birth.  Keep us from distractions and help us to invite You into all  
       our family activities.   
  

       Teach us to pray and help us to glorify and worship You in our family during this busy time  
       of year. Give us a spirit of wisdom and revelation that we might know You better.  Thank  
       You for being Immanuel, “God with us.”   
  

       Open our eyes to realize this each day as we interact with others.  Help us to be kind and  
       compassionate to one another, forgiving one another, just as You forgave us.  Show us  
       creative ways to love and care for those outside our home. Fill us to overflowing with Your  
       love for the lost.  
  

       Teach us to do acts of kindness to those who are in need at this time of year.  May our  
       family be a light to others.  We ask You to touch with salvation those in our family who do  
       not know You.  Open their hearts to Your great love for them. Help us to share Your truth  
       and be Your light.  You are the Savior of the world.    Amen.  
           Debbie McDaniel  
           in Crosswalk 

QUOTES ABOUT CHRISTMAS 
 

“Peace on earth will come to stay, when we live Christmas every day.” – Helen Steiner Rice 
   

"It's not how much we give but how much love we put into giving."   Mother Theresa 
  

"Christmas is a necessity. There has to be at least one day of the year to remind us that we’re 
here for something else besides ourselves."  Eric Sevareid 
       https://www.townandcountrymag.com 

CHRISTMAS MUSIC SERVICE  
 DECEMBER 12th  

    

The adult choir will present the   
The Wondrous Gift, 
a Christmas Cantata. 

   

Please plan to be present to hear 
this gift from your adult choir!  

https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/what-is-christmas-understanding-the-history-and-origin.html
https://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/what-is-salvation-also-why-it-s-needed-and-how-to-get-it.html
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It’s time to make resolutions again.  A New Year's Resolution is a tradition, most common in the 
Western World but also found in the Eastern World, in which a person resolves to continue good 
practices, change an undesired trait or behavior, accomplish a personal goal, or otherwise improve 
their life at the start of a new year. 
 

RESOLUTION IDEAS 

 

Give one compliment a day.  You never know - it just might make that person feel a whole lot 
better. 
Read a book a month. Haven’t you heard? Reading is good for your brain, it can reduce stress, 
and it can improve your memory and concentration. 
Go someplace you’ve never been.  Step outside of your comfort zone and do something daring. 
It’s good for the soul and forces you to learn new things. 
Clear out the clutter.  Clutter is literally bad for your health. Research says it stresses you out. 
Make 2022 the year of organization and cleanliness. 
Volunteer.  Not only is volunteering good for your own mental and physical health, but you’re  
doing something kind and selfless for others. 
Write down one thing you’re grateful for every night.  End the night with gratitude and 
you’ll feel better when you lay your head down on your pillow. 
Drink more water.  You’ve probably heard that your body needs  it. Most of us are chronically  
dehydrated. Drink up! 
Avoid people who complain a lot.  It doesn’t matter how positive a person you are. Negativity 
spreads, and it will impact you.       https://parade.com 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

DRAW NEARER TO GOD 
As we enter a new year, let’s set a clear goal of knowing God better by drawing nearer to Him.  

A simple biblical principle to follow is “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you” (James 4:8 ). 
  

What does it mean to draw near? Think of it this way.  If we sit in the back of a room, we miss all  

the action. However, if we sit in the front row, we won’t miss anything!  When it comes to the things  

of God, we need to be “in the front,” because the further away we are, the more we will miss! 
  

The more intimately we know God—the more time we spend with Him and the nearer we draw to 

Him on a daily basis—the more involved He will be in our lives.   rhema.org 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_World
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_World
https://parade.com/1167909/marynliles/best-compliments/
https://parade.com/25416/bridgetlappert/2-reasons-reading-will-make-your-life-better/
http://capcana.com/news/10-benefits-of-reading-why-you-should-read-every-day/
https://www.yahoo.com/lifestyle/why-science-says-clutter-bad-050000584.html
https://www.helpguide.org/articles/healthy-living/volunteering-and-its-surprising-benefits.htm
https://dripdrop.com/blogs/news/6-dehydration-facts-may-surprise
https://dripdrop.com/blogs/news/6-dehydration-facts-may-surprise
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   Happy Advent season friends and family! It continues to be a joy and blessing to serve as your  
   Children's Director.  
  

   Our children have been busy sharing the gospel of Christ through song the past four weeks  
   during our "Let the Children Come and Sing" series. It truly has been a blessing to watch them  
   grow through these songs and to see them excited about sharing them with the congregation.  
   If you enjoyed their singing, we invite you to attend our Christmas Program on December 12th 

   at 4:00PM in the Sanctuary. We will be sharing the Nativity Story!  
  

   Camp Kids will meet on December 1st, December 8th and December 15th. On December 15th, 

   we will celebrate this Christmas season with fun activities and games. Your kiddos will not want  
   to miss this!  Camp Kids continue to meet from 5:30PM-7:00PM behind the Sanctuary.  
 

   On December 4th, we will host a Parent’s Night Out for our families from 4:00PM-7:00PM in the    

   YFC. Parents, we would love to watch your kiddos while you Christmas Shop! Register today!  
  

   The nursery/ toddler rooms will be open for both Christmas Eve services! 
  

   During this season of Advent, I want to lift up our nursery/ child care workers.  
  

 Ms. Kara has been with us for over a year and supports our Sunday morning and Wed-
 nesday night ministries. The children love and adore her, and we are so thankful for the  

 time she has spent at Camp. Sadly, she will finish her time with Camp on December 19tj 
 to continue her pursuit of becoming a veterinarian!  We are so proud of Ms. Kara but will  
 miss her greatly!  
  

 Mrs. Marlene is such a loving and devoted Head Nursery worker!  She truly has a bles- 
 sing of loving and nurturing our children!  She keeps the volunteers in line, along with  
 welcoming new families. Thank you, Marlene, for keeping me grounded and being one  
 of the biggest supporters of our Children's Ministry! I couldn't do it without you!  
  

 Mrs. Sherry is new to our Wednesday night team and she is such a great addition!  Her  
 love and passion towards teaching children the love of Christ has shown through in just  
 a few short weeks! Through her years of experience at Seaside UMC's MMOM, she is  
 bringing such great things to our preschool classroom!  
  

   There is still room to volunteer in our children's ministry on Sunday mornings and/or Wednesday    
   nights. If you are interested in joining the children's team, reach out to me for additional informa-   
   tion!  
  

    Blessings to each of you this Advent season. 
      

    Allison Hunter 
    Director of Children's Ministry  
 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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      Our Youth have been very busy in the past month. We finished our 4-week study on Prayer  
      and jumped into our new series “Pictures of Jesus”, where we are looking at who Jesus was  
      during His time on earth.  We are reading from the book of Luke and allowing the pictures  
      of Jesus to prompt us to a deeper love for and faith in our Savior Jesus Christ.  We had  
      eleven youth join Kevin and Kelly at Pilgrimage that was held in Rocky Mount Nov. 12-14th. 
      It was a wicked good time of Spiritual growth, mission outreach with Rise Against Hunger,  
      new experiences, building cohesiveness and, of course, great food and fun.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
      We are looking to build momentum with our Winter Retreat that will be held at the Lake  
      Junaluska Conference Center on February 18th-21th, 2022.  We are excited about the  
      Conformation Class that began on November 21th which is being led by Barb Jacques and  
      Kelly Littlejohn.  The students and mentors committed to this time of growth are:  Jake  
      Anderson with Aaron Black, Lexi Anderson with Marth Pope, Jax McGougan with Kevin  
      Littlejohn, Zeb McGougan with Art Jacques, CJ Nelson with Dean Anderson and Brody  
      Walker with Jim Wallace.  Please be in prayer for our confirmands and our mentors as  
      they grow together over the coming months and will join the church on Easter Sunday.   
      Lastly, we will round out our calendar year with our annual Christmas party on Wednes- 
      day, December 15th. 

 

 

 
 

         
       Kelly Littlejohn,  
       Youth Director 

YOUTH 

Pictures from the Pilgrimage 
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  Hymn: We are Called  

     to be God’s People 

 

LOCAL MISSIONS 
  

 

Mission of the Month:  Building Hope Ministries 

"Remember the prisoners as if chained with them.” Hebrews 13:3 
 

 This evangelistic, mission-minded ministry was founded in 1999 by Garry & Reverend Donna  
 Phelps.   
 

 The mission: to reach those inside/outside the prison walls with the Gospel. We want to  
 bring Christ's unconditional love and forgiveness to all the incarcerated, their families and  
 to  the newly released as they transition back to society. 
  

 The Vision: That God's Kingdom will be manifested as the redemptive grace and peace of  
 Jesus Christ are experienced by those impacted by crime, and to promote biblical standards  
 of justice in the criminal system.  
  

 Building Hope Ministries has ministered in over 90 State & Federal Prisons in last 22 years.  
 The ministry has volunteered extensively with Prison Fellowship, Yokefellows, Kairos and  
 One Day with God events. These are all programs held inside the prison walls.  They are also  
 very active in promoting "Aftercare" programs for the newly released.  These programs are 
 designed to transition inmates back to being productive citizens again.  
 

 We have programs designed to reach the youth and break the cycle of crime.  This is accom- 
 plished via Angel Tree Christmas, Angel Tree Camping (week-long Christian Retreats)  and  
 our annual Back-to-School Bash where we have distributed as many as 300 filled backpacks.  
   

 

  Every year  Streetreach gives gift cards to children of prisoners  (Angel Tree  
  Christmas).  When a mom or dad is in prison, it’s the children who do hard  
  time.  Please consider giving the child of a prisoner the joy of receiving a gift  
  by donating $25.00 gift cards.  You can choose any store that you want.  The  
  children will also receive books with a Christian theme.  Let’s give these chil- 
  dren a reason to smile.  Gift cards are due at the church by December 15th.   
  Gift cards are due at the church by December 15th.      

 

 

 

Next pick up: 

December 11th, 2021 

10:00AM-11:30AM 

Hope to see you then! 

 

 

 

   A heartfelt thank you to all Prayer Partners. There  
    are 78 staff members at Union Elementary and all    
    have an Encourager - one who prays and sends  
    out a card each month to one of the staff.   
  

    A special thank you to Kelly Littlejohn for donating  
    the beautiful cards and to Tamy Munns, Becky  
    Hewett and Barbara Varnam for their help.  “It 
    takes a village....”   and Camp UMC has gone all  
    out to spread God’s word to others in this ongoing  
    mission.   
  

    God’s blessings to all.    

    Joan Henderson 

UNION SCHOOL 
Secret Santa’s, AKA as Sue Wells and 
Becky Hewett, have been working dili-
gently on Christmas gifts for our Union 
teachers. We can’t show or tell what it  
is because several of those hard working 
teachers are members of Camp. Let’s 
just hope they will enjoy the gifts. 
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Congratulations to: 
                   Robin Farmer on      Theresa Tese on 

      the birth of her granddaughter         the birth of her grandson 

           Adalyn Grace Bruscato               Joshua Sage Tese  

                  on 10/15/2021               on October 18, 2021  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Pastor Alex will be teaching a  
   class on the Book of Psalms.   
   Stay tuned for details! 

   

CAMP MEMBERS HONORED BY 
BRUNSWICK COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations! 

Educator of the Year 
Bonnie Stanley-Verzella 

D.U.D.E of the Year 
Michael Wiggins 

Woman of the Year 
Betty Williamson 

“A baby is God's opinion 
that life should go on.” 

Carl Sandburg 

https://campumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/7-21-ms.png
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HANGING OF THE GREENS/BOOK WRAPPING 

On Sunday, November 21st, Camp had their “ 

Hanging of the Greens” in the sanctuary and  

beyond, and the youth center had members  

of all ages wrapping children's books.  A total 

 of 900 children’s books!  Everywhere I went,  

Servants of the Lord doing exactly what they  

were able to do, and all was done with great  

Joy!  I sat down in a back pew ( for just a  

moment) and just looked around at all that  

was happening. There is no doubt in my mind  

that Jesus Christ was covering our church with  

great love. From the beginning of the morning,  

with powerful music at both services, hearing  

our handbells again and hearing a message  

from Pastor Alex that brought us alive.  It was  

a beautiful day. To all that were able to help  

with the decorating, the awesome tree and  

wrapping of 900 books…what can I say other  

than?  Thank you, Thank you. We are ready to  

begin the season of Advent and the birth of  

our precious savior, Jesus Christ. 
  

Sue Wells 

Altar Guild 

THE CHILDREN OF CAMP UMC MADE MUSIC IN NOVEMBER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For four Sundays in November, the Kid Singers performed 
songs that related to sermon series, “Let the Children Sing”. 

On November 21st, the McEntarffer 
boys delighted those in attendance 
at the early service 

Taylor on 

drums 

Camden played 
guitar and sang. 

 

Setting up  the tree 

Checking out  

The beautiful 

 Chrismon Tree 
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DATES TO REMEMBER IN DECEMBER 

 

Dec.  4th  Parents Night Out   4:00PM-7:00PM  

Dec. 11th  Adopt-A Highway Pick Up  10:00AM-11:30AM 

Dec. 12th  Christmas Cantata   11:00 AM 
Dec.  12th  Children’s Christmas Program 4:00PM 

 

Jan.   6th  Red Cross Blood Drive   2:00PM-7;00PM 

1 Kelly Barefoot 14 Dave Gilotty 24 Don Green 

3 Monica Gilotty 15 Amy Nelson 24 Savannah McEntarffer 

4 Curtis Bolden 16 Zack McGougan 24 Kristin Medwid 

4 Bettye Wolny 16 Judi Russ 25 Mason Anderson 

5 Hattie Greene 17 John Cox 26 Al Parker 

7 Gary Poulos 17 Virgie Poulos 26 Tina Marie Sifford 

8 Joyce Baughman 18 Len Henderson 27 Ann Medley 

8 Gwen Simmons 19 Keith Compton 28 Gary Concelmo 

9 Helen Hamer 19 Douglas Hunter 28 Gordy Lewis 

10 Susanne Adams 20 Andy Verzella 29 Kama Allen 

10 Anna Anderson 21 Hollen Groff 29 Lila Allen 

11 Barb Jacques 21 Rae Matthews 29 Michael Sidelinger 

11 Steven Jarvis 21 Pat Vonatski 30 Woody Wooten 

13 Beverly Carlisle 22 Mary Jo Craft 31 Jackie Gibson 

13 Bucky Deaver 22 Helen Hendricks 31 D.B. Grantham 

13 Bill Minor 23 Chris Ballou 31 Pat Hurst 

13 Elizabeth Smith 23 Kathy Meissner 31 Jack Kyzer 

Mike & Beth Michelakis 6 (35) Jerry & Toni Gibson 20 (64) 

Dennis & Libby Leggett 13 (46) Thom & Judy Arnold  21 (58) 

Steve & Becky Dare 16 (55) David & Joyce Coates 22 (59) 

Terry & Melody Stephens 18 (27) Jay & Helen Hamer 26 (49) 

Chris & Kin Isenhour 20 (24) Jeanne & Thomas Frederick 27 (52) 
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Sun 

 

Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu 

 

Fri 

 

Sat 

 8:30 Praise & 

         Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 

9:45 Confirmation 
         Class 

11:00 Traditional                   

         Service 

 

 
Bulletin Deadline 

9:30  Prayer Shawl 

2:00 Basket Weavers 

6AM Men’s Group 

 
5:30 –700 Camp 

Kids/TR/N/JN 
5:00 Youth/YFC 

530 Kid Singers 

5:55 Adult Choir 

 

9:00 Prayer Group 

9:30 Disciple 4 

 

 

 
 

 

4:30-6:30 Soup 

Kitchen/FH 

 

10:00 Food Pantry/

FH/BA 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

 1 2 3 4 

4:00 Parent’s 

         Night Out 

5  

   Communion 
 

 
 

6 
  
 

 

4:00 SALT planning 
 

6:00 Trustee  

7 
12:30 Grief Support 

8 9 

 

10 11 

 

12 

11:00 Christmas 

 Cantata 

4:00 Children’s 

        Program 

13 

 

6:00 Trustee 

5:00 SALT 
 
 

14 

 

 
 

6:30 SPPR Mtg. 

15 16 
MMOM Christmas 

Play  

17 

 

18 

19 20 
 

 
 

6:30  Finance 

21 
12:30 Grief Support 
 

 

 

6:30 Safety Mtg. 

6:30 SPRC 

22 23 24 
OFFICE CLOSED 

25 

26 27 

 

28 29 30 
New Year’s Eve 

1 

 

 

 

OFFICE CLOSED 

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS 


