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     Camp United Methodist Church is a community of faith whose  

     mission is to seek and to serve God by praying, preaching and     

     teaching the Gospel, making disciples and serving others. 

Camp United Methodist Church 
                   4807 Main Street   
                   Shallotte, NC  28459 
      (910) 754-4840      
                   cumc.office@atmc.net 

 

Sunday Services 
  8:30 AM Praise & Worship 
    9:45 AM Sunday School 
             11:00 AM Traditional Worship 
  

The Circuit Rider   

    I HAVE SEEN 
  

 The book of Acts tells the story of people learning to live in light of the  

 resurrection. The disciples witnessed Jesus, in the flesh after death,  

 raised from the dead and this began a process of changing the way     

 they saw everything.  After resurrection they looked back at all they  

 had witnessed with Jesus and saw it differently. They looked at what  

 was happening around them and saw it in a new way.  When they     

 thought about the future, they now were thinking of it in light of the  

 resurrection.  They couldn’t help talking about Jesus as the “one who   

 God had raised”.  Resurrection invites us to see things in a new way.  
  

  I  have seen someone sit in my office telling stories of how the Holy Spirit    

 woke them at 4:00AM to inspire the church to defeat the debt of the  

    Journey to Freedom campaign.   I saw this person’s faithfulness and generosity move this  

    church to an amazing display of faithfulness and generosity.  Together, participating in resur- 

    rection, we have defeated the debt.  
  

    I have seen the power of listening to stories and the sacrament of communion when I went to  

    the home of some of our folks who, because of age, health and distance, have been unable  

    to physically be in church for years.  They love staying connected by worshiping with us on  

    Facebook.  Sitting in their living room tasting the elements and praying God would make us  

    one in Christ, one with each other and one in ministry I was moved as the stories they told of  

    their life became woven into me.  
  

    I have seen a group of young couples at the Red Hare across the street from the church, 

    gathering to study and reflect on the scriptures together.  They were studying the same scrip- 

    tures as their kids were learning at the church in our children’s ministry.   
  

    I saw a group of young parents longing to grow in love as disciples of Jesus as they support  

    each other.  I saw in this group a reflection of the young couple’s discipleship group Jill and I  

    were a part of for 10 years that significantly shaped my walk with Christ and awakened me to  

    the power of intentional discipleship. 
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    I have seen an employee at Food Lion tell me stories of her other two jobs.  She spoke with  

    passion as these other positions were centered on caring for children who are differently abled.  

    I saw love in her eyes that reflected the love of Christ caring for those marginalized as she was  

    living into her purpose and calling. She was acting like someone touched by the power of resur-  

    rection that was seeing the world differently, and I felt privileged just to hear her story.  
  

    We have the opportunity to put glass beads in the jar on the altar in the sanctuary representing  

    answered prayers. Each bead that goes in is a witness to the power of resurrection at work in us  

    and around us. I have put a few beads in now, not just because a prayer was answered, but for  

    the ways the power of resurrection has surprised me by doing things I hadn't even thought to    

    pray for. May the power of resurrection continue to change the way we see everything.  
  

    Peace in Christ,  

    Pastor Steve  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Acts of the Apostles 

 An 8-Week Zoom Bible Study with Pastor Steve 
Thursdays 6:00PM-7:30PM 

May 6 - June 24 
 

Join us as we explore the question:  
"What is the  church according to the Book of Acts?"  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

    Join us in a 7-week study about living our faith in the prevailing  
     culture.  We will be aided by the acclaimed video series For the    
     Life of the World.  We will explore questions like how do we “be  
     in the world, but not of the world”? Is our salvation just to get to    
     heaven or so we can have a “friend in Jesus”? Is it even just about  
     us? Come and gain a new perspective of God’s purpose for your  
     life.  
  

     Contact Tom Coda at 919-606-0868 if you are interested or if you      

     need more information.  The meeting day and time are TBD.  

NEW BIBLE STUDIES 



MOTHER’S DAY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

      Quotes about Mothers 
She opens her mouth with wisdom, and  
the teaching of kindness is on her tongue.  
She looks well to the ways of her household  
and does not eat the bread of idleness.  
Proverbs 31:26-27 
 

I remember my mother's prayers, and they  
have always followed me. They have clung  
to me all my life. – Abraham Lincoln 
  

Only God Himself fully appreciates the  
influence of a Christian mother in the  
molding of character in her children.  
– Billy Graham 

God could not be everywhere, and there- 
fore he made mothers. – Rudyard Kipling 
 

“I learned more about Christianity from  
my mother than from all the theologians  
in England.” – John Wesley 
 
My mother was the most beautiful woman  
I ever saw. All I am I owe to my mother. I  
attribute all my success in life to the moral,  
intellectual and physical education I received  
from her.  – George Washington 
 

                  https://www.ibelieve.com/motherhood 

Mother’s Day Prayer 

Lord, on this day in which we honor mothers, 
may we love and cherish the special women 
who have born us, who have nurtured us, and 
who have prayed for our well-being. May our 
hearts overflow with gratitude to you, who 
formed and knitted each of us in a mother’s 
womb. We pray you give each mom strength. 
We ask you to be the daily bread of tired moth-
ers. May each mother find rest in you. Amen. 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=pr+31:26-27
https://www.ibelieve.com/motherhood


              Memorial Day is an opportunity to honor the great sacrifices of those 
            who died in battle. It can also be a call to restore hope in the midst of  

            our most dire circumstances.  Isaiah, the great prophet who envisioned 

            a time when swords and spears would be turned into plowshares and  

                pruning hooks (Isaiah 2:4), recognized the transitory nature of life and 

            the enduring presence of God.  
      

    “All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.  

    The grass withers,  the flower  fades…but the word of our God will  

    stand forever” (Isaiah 40:6-8). 
  

     As we remember our fallen soldiers, may we also cling to the dream of a day when it will no longer  

     be necessary to build memorials to those killed in battle as peace flowers among all humankind. 

           Kathy Hendricks  

MEMORIAL DAY began as a response to the  

unprecedented carnage of the Civil War, in which  

a total of some 620,000 soldiers died between  

both sides. The loss of life and its effect on com- 

munities throughout the country led to several  

spontaneous commemorations of the dead. 
I  

In 1864, women from Boalsburg, PA put flowers  

on the graves of their fallen soldiers from the   

just-fought Battle of Gettysburg. The next year, a 

group of women decorated the  

graves of soldiers buried in a Vicksburg, MS  

cemetery. 
  

Two years later, women from Columbus, MS laid  

flowers on the graves of both Union and Confed- 

erate soldiers. In the same month, in Carbondale,  

IL, 219 Civil War veterans marched through town  

to Woodlawn Cemetery in memory of the fallen,  

where Union hero Major General John A. Logan  

delivered the principle address. The ceremony  

gave Carbondale its claim to the first organized,  

community-wide Memorial Day observance. 
  

Waterloo, NY began holding an annual com- 

munity service on May 5, 1866.  Although  

many towns claimed the title, it was Waterloo  

that won congressional recognition as the  

"Birthplace of Memorial Day." 
  

General Logan, the speaker at the Carbondale  

gathering, was also commander of the Grand  

Army of the Republic, an organization of Union  

veterans. On May 5, 1868, he issued General  

Order No. 11, which set aside May 30, 1868*  

"for the purpose of strewing with flowers, or  

General Logan 

otherwise decorating the graves of comrades who died 

in defense of their country during the late rebellion."   
 

The orders expressed hope that the observance would 

be "kept up from year to year while a survivor of the  

war remains to honor the memory of his departed com-

rades." 
   https://www.mentalfloss.com/article  
  

 *In 1971, an act of Congress made Memorial Day a national holiday.  The  

  day of observation was changed to the last Monday in May. 

https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/author/kathy-hendricks
https://www.visitcolumbusms.org/things-to-do-and-see/history-and-heritage/civil-war/
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Seneca_County_and_the_Civil_War/FqSNCQAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&dq=carbondale+john+a+logan+speech+woodlawn+cemetery&pg=PT118&printsec=frontcover
https://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/27/us/many-claim-to-be-memorial-day-birthplace.html
https://www.mentalfloss.com/article


         
    The South Brunswick Interchurch Council (SBIC) will be holding an “All You 
    Can Eat” Pancake Breakfast on Sat. May 8th from 8:00AM–10:00AM.   
    The breakfast will benefit The Lords Food Pantry, SBIC’s food pantry ministry.  
    The breakfast will be held at the Shallotte Hwy 55 Restaurant (4501 Main St.) 
    Breakfast will include pancakes, bacon and a beverage of your choice for  
    $7.00. 
  

        For further information, to purchase tickets or to find out more about The 
    Lords Food Pantry, please contact: 
           Jim and Peggy Antunes 
             6181 Castlebrook Way SW 
            Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469 
                       910-579-3288 

                       oibjimandpeggy@gmail.com 

Hope Harbor Home (a domestic violence shelter) is hosting their 21st Annual 
Women’s Golf Championship on Thursday August 19th.  Please consider 
sponsoring this event so it can be the best year yet!  They have packages 
starting at $25 for a cart sign, all the way up to $200 plus to be a corporate 
sponsor.  Businesses and individuals alike are welcome to sponsor the event 
and all the money goes DIRECTLY to the program to serve victims in Bruns-
wick County.  For more information, Please call/text Karmen Smith, Executive 

Director 910-263-0201. 

 
   The Outreach Committee  
   sponsored a meal at Starz   
   for the West Brunswick  
   Football Team in April.    
   The team was very apprec- 
   iative. 
      
   Our Red Cross blood drive  
   on April 15th collected 38  
   units of blood. 
 
      The Outreach Committee  
   recently made a donation  
   to a family who lost their  
   home during the recent  
   tornado. 

MISSION/OUTREACH 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 

 
 
Our children's ministry continues to grow each and every week! We are averaging over 20 kids  
on Wednesday evenings and around 20 kids on Sunday mornings. Glory to God!  
  

Camp Kids will celebrate Cinco de Mayo on May 5th with an authentic dinner. You won't want  
to miss it! 
   

Parents Night Out is scheduled for May 15 from 4:00PM-7:00PM in the Family and Youth Center. 
*All proceeds will go towards improvements to the children’s classrooms.  RSVP Here! 
  

Camp Kids will host an end of year celebration on May 26th from 5:30-7:PM.  The theme will be 
"Field Day". This will be the last Camp Kids' meeting until the new school year begins. We hope  
to see you there! 
  

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 20-24 from 5:00PM-7:30PM. There are several ways 
that you can volunteer!  We are in need of teachers, leaders, assistants, and set-up/clean-up crew. 
If you are interested in volunteering, complete this form! 

  
 

Tennis Camp w/ Pastor Alex will be held on June 29-30. There will be activities  
for kids ages 2-12! This is a free event and friends are welcome!  We will host this 
event at OIB Park.  More details to come! 
 
 

  

Camp is blessed to have an acolyte program. So many of our young disciples have stepped up 
into this leadership role to bring the light of Christ in and out of the church! If you are interested in 
joining our acolyte program, please reach out to Allison Hunter.  Current acolytes are: Zac Black,  
Maggie Gray Garner, Addie Lewis, Aiden McBride, Jax McGougan, Zeb McGougan, Olivia Dowdy, 
William Yoder, Madison Yoder 

  

  Safe Sanctuary Training  If you are interested in volunteering for Vacation   
  Bible School, Camp Kids (Wednesday evenings), or the Nursery (8:30AM    
  service), then you must have an updated background check on file and  
  complete the Safe Sanctuary training. I have added the following dates  
  for Safe Sanctuary training: April 29 (5:30 PM), May 2 (9:45AM), May16  

       (9:45AM), May 23 (9:45AM).  
 
I wanted to take a second and to thank all of you who have donated, volunteered, or just encour-
aged our ministry. Your words and actions are more powerful than you know! Please continue to 
pray for our ministry and all of those involved.  

 
Don't forget to check out our weekly newsletter in Camp Happenings! You will find pictures and 
weekly updates of how Camp's children are staying active! 

 
Peace and Love to all, 

Allison Hunter, 
Youth Director 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13hZWiyAeGBs98RY9590GVHVT-ko5JhkDVDN4cEd3Xb0/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/oyHrsdaTGsYfxbUk8


 

 

 

   
 

       WOW!  How can it be May already?  What a big month for all of our youth with so much  
       going on!  School is wrapping up and quickly coming to a close, and we will finish up our  
       God is Not Series.  We will honor our Senior High Graduates with a dinner at our home on  
       Tuesday. May 11th.  We will record them sharing their thoughts and future plans, which will       

       be played at the June 6th worship services.            
        

       Youth Group will close it’s weekly meetings with a big party at our home on May 26
th
, from 

       5:30PM-8:00PM.  There will be: great food, games galore, (including messy ones) and  
       many of them with water, which of course all adds up to lots of laughter!   
  

       Over the summer months we will meet every other Wednesday, shuffling day and evening    
       events.  We will experience a combination of outings to places like a Water Park, Escape  
       Room, and Top Golf, and other times to meet at the beach, go Putt-Putt golfing and out for  
       ice cream, or come to our house for food, games and fun, and a whole lot more!  We just  
       want to create opportunities to stay connected all summer long.  The schedule will be com- 

       pleted soon and posted on the church’s website for all of your updated information!  We’re 
       looking forward to all that lies ahead!  Please reach out to me if you have any questions!   
  

      Kelly Littlejohn,  
      Youth Director 
      910-712-4565 

 
 
 

 
  

   

 A little girl was talking to her teacher about whales.  The teacher said it was physically impossible  

 for a whale to swallow a human because even though it was a very large mammal its throat was  

 very small.  The little girl stated that Jonah was swallowed by a whale.  Irritated, the teacher  

 reiterated that a whale could not swallow a human; it was physically impossible.  The little girl  

 said, “When I get to heaven I will ask Jonah'.  The teacher asked, 'What if Jonah went to hell?'   

 The little giirl replied, 'Then you ask him'. 
   

 A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of children while they were drawing. She   

 would occasionally walk around to see each child's work.  As she got to one little girl who was  

 working diligently, she asked what the drawing was.  The girl replied, 'I'm drawing God.'  The  

 teacher paused and said, 'But no one knows what God looks like.'  Without missing a beat, or  

 looking up from her drawing, the girl replied, 'They will in a minute.' 
   

 A Sunday school teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five and six-year-olds. 

 After explaining the commandment to 'honor' thy Father and thy Mother, she asked, 'Is there a    

 commandment that teaches us how to treat our brothers and sisters?'  From the back, one little   

  boy answered, 'Thou shall not kill.' 



 

NURSERY WORKERS NEEDED 
 

  Do you have a desire to teach children about God’s love?    

  Camp is currently in need of two Nursery Workers to 

  provide care for babies and children under the age of 5.  

  You will participate in leading the children through songs   

  and a short lesson. Hours are Sundays 8:15AM-12:30PM   

  and Wednesday nights 5:30PM-7:30PM. (Will not need  

  Wednesday workers from  May 26 until September 8. )   

  This is a paid position under the direct supervision of 

  the Head Nursery Worker.  Experience is not required,  

  but preferred. Pay is based on experience. If you are  

  interested, please contact Jill Bryant  (919-274-4483)  

  or jillbry1@aol.com  Allison Hunter (217-935-8503) or  

  Marlene Hall (910-470-0131) for a complete job descript- 

  tion, and application or to set up an interview. 

 

 

 
  The soon-to-be nursery in our home is overflowing with gifts  
  for Baby Boy Parker ,and we are ecstatic and so blessed to  

  be part of the Camp UMC Family.  I am honored to serve as  
  one of your pastors and to serve alongside you. The abun- 
  dance of gifts is a small reflection of the abundance of love  
  that Mallory and I have felt from each and every one of you.   
  Whether it is a pack of diapers, a prayer offered on our behalf,   
  or some good ole fashioned advice about enjoying every step  

          of the journey, we feel the love of this church.  
  

    Thank you for planning the baby shower for us. More importantly though, thank   

     you for loving us so well.  We look forward to having Baby Boy Parker join the    
     Camp UMC Family, and we continue to cherish the love and prayers. We thank  
     God for the ways that y'all have ministered to us in both word and deed. For all  

     those who have asked, Baby Boy Parker is due July 25th. 
  

     Grace & Peace, 
     Pastor Alex & Mallory 

 

JOURNEY TO FREEDOM UPDATE 
 

  On Sunday, April 25th, Finance Chair, Tom  

  Adams, updated the congregation about   

  the status of the mortgage debt reduction.    

  GOOD NEWS!  Thanks  to the generosity of  

  Camp members and especially to two  

  anonymous donations ($53,500 and $10,000),     

  our debt  is now down to about $21,000.  

  Final numbers will be available soon.  The   

  bottom line is that Camp Church  is now  

  basically  . . . 

 

 

 

 

Thanks be to God! 

mailto:jillbry1@aol.com


 

 

 

    SALT had a gathering  on Monday, April 19 for a parking lot meal.  Lynda Eagle gave a clever  
    and meaningful devotion.  The Camp “Pit Masters”, aka. James Russ and Howard Varnam  
    served a delicious barbeque meal with all the “fixins” to more than 60 people in attendance.   
    This was followed by delicious desserts and door prizes.  It was wonderful to see Pastor Steve  
    and Pastor Alex “working the crowd” and “seeing” everyone’s faces!  What a blessing it was to 
    break bread together again.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

NEXT SALT EVENT 
   

        When: May 17th at 5:00PM 
        Meal: Spaghetti, Salad, bread 
      Program: Kimberly Smithwick  
          will speak to the group about  
          real estate and Estate Planning 
  

Must sign up to attend. 

Check out the  

desserts 

Just hanging out. 

Breaking bread together 



THE GOAT THAT ATE HIS WORDS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

         “Isn’t it amazing how God brings the right people into your life at the right time.  People who support,  

         love and pray for you regardless of your circumstance.” (author unknown) 
  

        That is exactly how Helen Hamer believes her writing journey began. After being an instructional  

        assistant for over 30 years serving students in grades K-3, Helen felt a “soft nudge” in October of  

        2017, her last school year before retirement.  She remembers thinking,” Lord, what now”?  Her  

        journey began with the ducks who live in the pond behind their house.  Jay, her husband, would  

        feed the ducks cracked corn every day. When the ducks would see Jay coming down the steps  

        they would come up in the yard to be fed.  One day a very unusual and humorous thing occurred.   

        When Jay had fed the ducks and started back up the long steps, the ducks followed him up the steps.     

        Have you ever seen ducks climb up steps??  Their neighbor watched the whole thing and thought it  

        was hilarious.  She told Helen she should write about these ducks.  That encouragement from her  

        neighbor and also from her niece was a “God wink” for Helen to tackle writing children’s stories,  

        something she did not want to do, but felt very strongly God was leading her into this journey. 
  

        Helen wrote 20 stories about different animals and submitted to many publishers with no response.    

        These stories were without illustrations because she did not know anyone to illustrate for her. Then  

        Covid hit and Helen asked God, “What’s next?”  His answer made her think “Are You kidding me? I  

        can only draw stick people.”  During the season of Covid quarantine, Helen illustrated all 20 stories  

        including the one she wrote last, The Goat That Ate His Words.  She said she woke up one morning  

        and this story was on her heart and she wrote it in one day.  One of her teacher friends said, “Hamer,   

        this has to be a God thing because you cannot draw anything!” 
  

        People continue to be placed in her life during this writing journey to help her: a friend who called to  

        check on Jay after his surgery told her she had the programs to put it on Amazon; a teacher friend  

        Helen met years ago and who now lives in Naples, Florida reached out to her and said she now does  

        editing for people and would love to edit her books and even a teacher friend who was getting rid  

        of all her painting materials gave them to Helen a few years ago.  Helen saved them and has been  

        using the paints for her illustrations. Helen acknowledges she continues to have many cheerleaders  

        along this journey as she follows God’s direction, but her biggest supporter has been Jay. “ He has  

        encouraged me every step of the way.” 
  

“Faithful is He that calleth you; He will also do it.” 1 Thessalonians 5:24 
 



DATES TO REMEMBER IN MAY 
 

   May  9th  Mother’s Day 
   May 30th  Memorial Day 
   May 15th  Armed Forces Day 
   May 17th  SALT Activity 
   May 31st  Memorial Day Holiday 
 

MAY MILESTONES 

Gary & Martha Pope 1 (40) Hart & Susan Merriam 20 (32) 

Mike & Vivian Carper 7 (16) Eliane & Burt Weiner 24 (47) 

Jeff & Charlotte Evans 8 (32) Judy & Bob Deaver 26 (52) 

Jeff & Lisa Mintz 10 (35) James & Irene Bryant 28 (61) 

Chris & Alice Bryan 13 (21) Alex & Mallory Parker 28 (4) 

Odell & Pat Hurst 16 (27) Carl & Dale Calhoon 29 (56) 

Tony & Diane Smith 16 (62) Sondra & Gary McDaniel 31 (40) 

Rick & Cheryl Pinson 16 (18) Dean & Anna Anderson 31 (7) 

Steve & Diane Sowder 17 (41) Gary & Trisha Poulos 31 (57) 

1 Thelma Herring 8 Keith West 23 Linda Porter 

2 Terry Bland 10 Nealya White 24 Dawson Miller 

2 Birdie Frink 12 Ty Moore  24 Beth Nelson 

3 Teresa Walker 14 TJ Yoder  24 Lynda Troutman 

4 Fran Hecht 15 Aaron Black 25 Carol Grantham 

5 Thomas Frederick 16 Jack Scarborough 25 Diane Smith 

5 Olivia Miller 18 Sandy Braddy 25 Bill Waples 

6 Terry Hooks 18 Larry Harrelson 26 Susan Newton 

6 Jane Morris 18 Kathy Kyzer 29 Jackson McGougan 

8 Charlotte Evans 18 Summer Powell 29 Zebediah McGougan 

8 Betsy Fatzinger 19 MaryHampton Dowdy 30 Ted Troutman 

8 Ramona Parker 21 Julie Chandler 31 Bonnie Verzella 



 
SUN 

 

 
MON 

 
TUR 

 
WED 

 
THUR 

 
FRI 

 
SAT 

    

 
8:30 Contemporary 

9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 Traditional 

    

9:30 Women’s 

    Bible Study 

 

Bulletin Deadline 

 

 

9:30 Prayer Shawl 

 

6:00 Waking Up White 

        Study 

6:00 am Men's Study 

Group 

 

5:00 Youth & 

Children Ministries 

 

5:30 Choir 

5:30 Small Groups 

 

9:00 Prayer Group 
 

6:00 Acts of 
Apostles Study 

 
7:00 Young Adult 

Small Group 

 

 
 

4:30-6:30 Soup 
Kitchen/FH 

 

10:00 Food Pantry/

FH/BA 

 

 

Additional Events Listed Below 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Communion 
 

10am Safe 

Sanctuary Training 

3 
 
4:00 Soul Sisters 

4 5 6 7 8 

9 

 
10 
 
4:00 Soul Sisters 

6:00 Trustee 

11 
 
9:00 Susanna 

Wesley 

12 
 
9:30 Amazing Grace 

13 
 
 
 

14 15 
 
4:00 Parents Night Out 

16 
 

17 

5:00 SALT Activity 

 

6:30 B=Finance & 

Budget 

18 
 
6:30 Safety Team 

6:30 SPRC 
 

19 20 21 22 

23 
 
 
 
30 

 

24 
6:00 UMM 
 
 
31 

Memorial Day 

Observation 
 

Office Closed 

25 
 
 
 

26 
 
9:30 Amazing Grace 

27 28 29 

 

REGULARLY SCHEDULED EVENTS 

REGULAR SCHEDULED EVENTS 


